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Direct flights boost tourism by making destinations more accessible,

reducing travel time and cost, and attracting more visitors (tourists).

Tourism directly drives occupancy rates, average daily rates (ADR), and

property investment demand.

Tourism Growth Belize
Direct Flights as an Investment Driver

Flights  →  Tourism  →  Occupancy and Demand = ROI

More Direct Flights lead to More Tourists, which creates High Demand for

Accommodation, ultimately increasing rental income ROI.



Direct Flights 

Increased Flights  =  More Tourists

Increased direct flight capacity (%ΔDF) makes the destination easier to reach, leading to a
rise in tourist arrivals (ϵT, DF​).

More Tourists  =  Higher Revenue

More tourists (ΔT) drive up the demand for vacation rentals, which increases both the
occupancy rate and the average daily rate, thus increasing the gross rental revenue (ϵR, T​).

Higher Revenue  =  ROI (Return on Investment) 

Higher rental revenue (ΔR) directly translates into a higher Net Profit and thus a higher
Return on Investment (ϵROI, R​).

Increased Flights  →  Higher Tourism  →  Occupancy and Demand

Belize Investment



Direct Flights 

1. Direct Flights Reduce Travel Barriers
Direct flights simplify travel — fewer layovers, shorter travel time, and less hassle.
This reduction makes destinations more appealing.

Example: A new nonstop route to Belize can instantly open the market to thousands of travelers.

Increased Flights  →  Higher Tourism  →  Occupancy and Demand

Belize Investment

2. Direct Flights Expand Market Reach
When airlines introduce new routes, they connect a destination to new travelers.
Each new origin city adds potential tourism demand — from that city, and from the surrounding region.

Effect: Increased accessibility = expanded exposure = higher visitor numbers.

3. Flights Stimulate Economic Growth
Tourism growth from new flights ripples through the economy, as more tourists spend.
 For tourism-dependent economies like Belize, this can translate into measurable GDP growth.

Industry studies show that every 10% increase in air connectivity can raise tourism arrivals by 4–8%.

4. Multiplier Effect on Lodging & Real Estate
The boost in tourism from direct flights directly benefits the vacation rental and real estate market.
 Higher occupancy, better rental yields, and rising investor interest often follow improved air
connectivity.

New direct flights from cities like Denver, Seattle, and Toronto → +15 to 20% growth in tourism arrivals →
+15 to 20% growth in tourism arrivals  → Higher demand for short-term rentals and beachfront investments.























Belize's tourism sector has experienced rapid growth in the post-

pandemic era, setting a record for overnight arrivals in 2024 with

a staggering 21% year-over-year increase, officially ranking it as

one of the fastest-growing destinations in the Caribbean.

The vacation rental sector continues to grow due to Belize’s

popularity with North American travelers and increased direct

international flights.

Tourism-driven rental markets, especially on Ambergris Caye

and Placencia.

Tourism Belize
Investment Vacation Rentals





Belize's sustained, record-breaking growth in tourism directly catalyzes

the vacation rental investment market by driving high occupancy rates,

creating strong cash flow potential for investors, and rapidly

appreciating property values in key coastal and island destinations.

The relationship between the growing tourism sector and the vacation

rental market is a direct economic cycle driven by demand, scarcity, and

profitability. 

When tourism thrives, it creates the essential market conditions that

attract real estate investors.

Investment Belize
Investment Vacation Rentals





Higher Demand = Higher Occupancy

A surge in overnight visitor arrivals—the key metric for tourism growth—creates

proportional demand for short-term accommodations (vacation rentals, condos,

villas) as tourists seek alternatives to traditional hotels. This translates directly to

high occupancy rates for rentals.

Pricing Power = Higher Yields

High occupancy, especially in prime locations (like Ambergris Caye or Placencia),

gives property owners the leverage to charge premium nightly rates (Average

Daily Rate or ADR). This increased revenue maximizes the property's rental yield

(Return on Investment or ROI), which is the primary driver for cash-flow-focused

investors.

Investment Belize
Growing Tourism = Higher ROI



More Direct Flights lead to More Tourists, which creates High Demand for Accommodation,

ultimately resulting in a Booming, Profitable, and Appreciating Vacation Rental Market.

Example:

10 new flights  =  +15% tourism  =  +9% vacation rental occupancy

Belize sees a ~15% increase in visitors for every 10 new direct weekly flights.

Vacation rental occupancy increases roughly 6% for every 10% increase in visitors.

Direct Flights Belize Investment
Flights  →  Tourism  →  Occupancy and Demand

So, adding new direct connections (e.g., from major U.S. hubs) can significantly lift

both short-term rental yields and long-term property values.





The influx of tourists driven by improved connectivity creates a high-demand environment that directly fuels the growth and
profitability of the vacation rental market, particularly in popular spots like Ambergris Caye or Placencia











Increased visitor traffic  →  Higher short-term rental occupancy.

Seasonal and year-round tourism →  Consistent cash flow.

Limited new construction  →  Property value appreciation.

Diversified tourist base  →  Stable long-term demand.

As Belize attracts more international visitors, the country’s short-term rental market

strengthens, boosting rental yields and property appreciation simultaneously.

Investment Belize
Growing Tourism = Higher ROI



Spirit Airlines: Introducing a New Daily Service

Spirit Airlines is a new entrant to the Belize market, launching a daily non-stop flight from Fort Lauderdale (FLL) starting in
November 2025.

Aircraft and Capacity: Spirit will utilize its Airbus A320 family aircraft. The seat count can vary depending on the specific
model used, with the A320neo having 182 seats and the A321neo having 228 seats.
Projected Daily Increase: This new daily service will add an estimated 182 to 228 seats each day to the Belize market, providing
a significant new low-cost option for travelers.

United Airlines: Substantial Seasonal Expansion

United Airlines is dramatically increasing its service during the peak holiday period, with plans for up to six daily flights on the
busiest days. The specific seat increase depends on the mix of aircraft used.

Aircraft and Capacity: United typically services Belize with Boeing 737-800 (approximately 166 seats) and Boeing 737-900
(approximately 179 seats) aircraft.
Projected Daily Increase: Operating six daily flights with this aircraft mix would result in an estimated 1,000 to 1,075 available
seats per day during the peak travel dates at the end of 2025. This represents a substantial increase over their regular, non-
peak schedule.



WestJet: A 45% Increase in Seat Capacity

WestJet has been the most specific about its capacity expansion, officially announcing a 45% increase in seat capacity for its
seasonal service from Toronto (YYZ) and Calgary (YYC).

Baseline (2024/2025 Season): WestJet operated three weekly flights to Belize using their Boeing 737 aircraft (typically
configured with 174-189 seats).
Projected Increase: A 45% increase on this baseline translates to a significant boost in the number of available seats for the
2025/2026 season, solidifying their role in the Canadian market.

Air Canada: A New Route Adding Over 130 Seats

Air Canada's expansion comes from the introduction of a brand-new, non-stop weekly route from Montreal (YUL).

Aircraft and Capacity: This route will be serviced by an Airbus A220-300 aircraft.
Projected Weekly Increase: The Airbus A220-300 is configured with 137 seats (12 in Business Class and 125 in Economy). As
this is a new route, this represents a direct weekly increase of 137 seats from the Montreal market.



U.S. carriers (e.g., United Airlines) are reportedly planning to resume or add more direct flights (e.g., from Denver, Chicago, Newark) in the
2025 high season. 

The addition of Spirit’s Fort Lauderdale direct route and Air Canada’s Montreal route represent 2 new direct city-pairs (or markets).

The Air Canada route through Montreal will open up the European market as well, with a same-day transfer from Europe to Belize. It
potentially allows for a same-day connection to Belize without requiring transit visas for the United States.

WestJet's expansion in frequency from Canada is projected to increase seat capacity on existing direct routes. For example, WestJet
announced that its expanded schedule will increase capacity “by an impressive 45 % over last season” for its Canada → Belize service. 

Because Belize is diversifying its source markets (more from Canada, possibly Latin America) and actively courting new routes, the baseline
number of direct nonstop routes is likely to grow by somewhere between 10 % and 25 % (in terms of number of city-pairs or service
frequencies) in 2025, compared to 2024.

Over the last few months, there have been increases in connectivity from other airline providers: TagAirlines (+25%), Southwest (+15%) , and
Delta (+14%).

https://www.sanignaciobelize.com/united-airlines-belize-flights-holiday-travel-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.belizetourismboard.org/belize-strengthens-air-connectivity-with-canada-through-westjet-and-air-canadas-expanded-seasonal-service/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Leading the expansion is United Airlines, which has announced a substantial increase in its offerings for the 2025 high season. 

The carrier is set to resume and enhance its direct flight services from several key U.S. hubs. Beginning in November 2025, travelers can expect
renewed direct flights from;

Denver (DEN), 
Chicago (ORD), 
and Newark (EWR). 

Furthermore, a direct route from San Francisco (SFO) is slated to recommence in December 2025. 

During the peak holiday period, United plans to operate up to six daily flights on the busiest travel days, underscoring strong demand.

United Airlines, already one of the largest international carriers serving Belize, is significantly expanding its flights for the 2025/2026 high season.
This expansion focuses on increasing capacity during the peak holiday travel period and reinstating key seasonal routes.

As one of Belize's largest international carriers, United's commitment to operating up to six daily flights during the peak holiday period guarantees
the necessary seat capacity to meet the expected surge in demand, preventing potential price spikes or lack of availability.



The expansion of United's service reinforces Belize's position in the high-end and traditional U.S. tourism market, focusing on convenience and
reliable capacity.

United's network, which serves many business and luxury travelers, ensures easy access from major hubs like Newark and Chicago.



Low-cost carrier Spirit Airlines is also entering the Belizean market with a new nonstop service from Fort Lauderdale (FLL), scheduled to begin in
November 2025. This addition is expected to provide a more budget-friendly option for travelers from the southeastern United States

The largest contributor to the sustained increase is the new daily non-stop service from Fort Lauderdale (FLL). Utilizing their Airbus A320neo
aircraft (182 seats), this route alone adds approximately 1,274 new seats to the Belize market every week.



Canadian travelers will also see a significant boost in flight availability. WestJet is expanding its seasonal service from Toronto (YYZ) and Calgary
(YYC) with an impressive 45% increase in seat capacity. This enhancement will provide more frequent and flexible travel options for those heading
to Belize from Canada.

The Canadian carrier has announced a 45% increase in seat capacity on its seasonal routes from Toronto (YYZ) and Calgary (YYC). Based on their
previous schedule of three weekly flights using Boeing 737 aircraft, this translates to roughly 243 additional seats per week.



Adding to the Canadian contingent, Air Canada is launching a brand-new direct route from Montreal (YUL) to Belize City, further
broadening the accessibility for eastern Canadian tourists.

The new Air Canada non-stop flight from Montreal (YUL) to Belize City (BZE) is a major development for Belize's tourism sector.

It provides a direct, non-stop route from Eastern Canada, supplementing the existing seasonal flights from Toronto and Calgary.
This makes travel from major cities in Quebec and the surrounding areas significantly easier.

The primary significance of this route extends beyond the Canadian market to the European connection it provides. For the first
time, travelers from over 20 major European cities (including London, Paris, Amsterdam, Frankfurt, Madrid, and Rome) can fly to
Belize with just one same-day connection in Montreal.

It functions as a new, streamlined northern gateway to Belize, dramatically improving accessibility.

Operated by Air Canada Rouge (Airbus A319).



Tulum vs Belize



Tulum vs Belize

A combination of a cool-off in Tulum tourism and an excess capacity of available seats has led to the US carriers pulling back from the market.
Looking at airline winter schedules (high season in Tulum), this year will see a 26% drop in capacity versus last year, with American Airlines and
United Airlines making the biggest cuts.
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